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SUBJECT: FAREWELL CALL ON PRESIDENT BANDA 

1. FOLLOWING IS AMBASSADOR STEVENSON'S SUMMARY OE HIS CALL: 

2. ON MAY 20 I PAID THE CUSTOMARY FAREWELL CALL ON 
PRESIDENT BANDA AT SANJIKA PALACE IN BLANTYRE. BANDA 
WAS RELAXED AND CORDIAL AND, AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED, SPOKE 
WITH ENTHUSIASM ABOUT THE WARMTH OF HIS RECEPTIONS AT 
NASHVILLE, WILBERFORCE AND BLOOMINGTON. HE SPOKE APPRE- 
CIATELY OF THE CALL MADE ON HIM BY SECRETARY VANCE AND 
SAID HE UNDERSTOOD PRESIDENT CARTER WAS IN COLORADO "OR 
SOMEPLACE OUT WEST ' AND THEREFORE COULD NOT RECEIVE HIM. 
HOWEVER, FROM VARIOUS ASIDES AND INNUENDOS, HIS KEEN 
DISAPPOINTMENT AT NOT MEETING OUR PRESIDENT WAS MOST 
EVIDENT. HE MENTIONED REPORTS HE HAD RECEIVED THAT THERE 
MIGHT BE DEMONSTRATIONS OR PROTESTS DIRECTED AT HIM AND 
SCORNFULLY OBSERVED THAT "NOTHING, NOTHING ’ HAD OCCURRED. 
ON THE CONTRARY, "I WAS GIVEN A HERO'S WELCOME". HE WAS 
PLEASED THAT CONGRESSMAN DIGGS HAD CALLED ON HIM AND 
SAID DIGGS HAD BEEN FRIENDLY AND UNCRITICAL AND 

THAT HE HOPED THEY NOW HAVE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OE 
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EACH OTHER. 

3. ON THE LOCAL SCENE BANDA IS ABSORBED IN AND PROUD 

OF PLANS FOR THE PARLIAMENTARY GENERAL ELECTION IN JUNE 
BY SECRET BALLOT. FROM 3 TO 7 (SIC) CANDIDATES WILL 
STAND FOR EACH SEAT AND HE TOLD ME WITH A CHUCKLE THAT 
SEVERAL OF HIS MINISTERS ARE "VERY UNEASY" AS THEY WILL 
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HAVE OPPOSING CANDIDATES. HE SAID HIS ROLE IN APPROVING 
THE LISTS IS, AS PARTY CHAIRMAN, TO CERTIEY THEIR BONA 
EIDES AS PARTY MEMBERS AS STIPULATED IN THE CONSTITUTION. 

IN ANSWER TO MY QUESTION, HE EMPHATICALLY ASSERTED THAT 
ALL CITIZENS WHO REGISTER CAN VOTE WHETHER BLACK, WHITE, 
COLORED OR ASIAN. 

4. RE PEACE CORPS, I POUND HIM NOT WELL INPORMED ON THE 
LATEST EPPORTS BUT CAUTIOUSLY POSITIVE. WE DISCUSSED 
AGAIN THE QUESTION OP MATURITY AND HE AGREED THAT AGE IS 
NOT NECESSARILY THE DETERMINING PACTOR BUT WE MAY YET 
HAVE TROUBLE ON THIS SCORE. 

5. BANDA SPOKE WITH SATISPACTION OP HIS RECEPTION 

BY THE WORLD BANK AND SAID HE WAS TOLD THERE THAT MALAWI 
IS THE "ONLY SOLVENT STATE IN APRICA". HE SPOKE 
CONPIDENTIALLY OP THE PACT THAT THE GOM "ALREADY THIS 
PISCAL YEAR HAS A ONE MILLION KWACHA SURPLUS". 

6. RE MOZAMBIQUE, IN ANSWER TO MY QUESTION HE SAID 
MAPUTO HAD PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OP DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
BUT HE HAD NOT YET AGREED "IN PART BECAUSE OF THE COST 
INVOLVED AS WE WOULD WANT TO HAVE A PULL EMBASSY STAFP 
THERE". HE INDICATED THAT WORKING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN QUITE SATISFACTORY AND THE MAPUTO 
MINISTER AT THE RECENT MEETING ON AREA TRANSPORTATION IN 
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LUSAKA (MALAWI, MOZAMBIQUE AND ZAMBIA TRANSPORT MINISTERES) 
HAD SPOKEN AT SOME LENGTH IN PRAISE OF MALAWIAN 
COOPERATION AND EPPICIENCY. RE THE SEIZURE OP A TANKER 
ON LAKE MALAWI, HE HAS NO CRITICISM OP MOZAMBIQUE AND 
SAID HE WOULD HAVE DONE THE SAME THING HIMSELP. THE 
DUTCH SKIPPER HAD BEEN DRUNK AND ABUSIVE. HE EXPECTS 
SOON TO SEND BACK THREE SMALL BOATS BROUGHT TO MALAWIAN 
SHORES BY REPUGEES FROM MOZAMBIQUE IN RETURN FOR WHICH HE 
EXPECTS THE TANKER WILL BE RELEASED. 

7. RE ZAIRE, HE IS GLAD WE ARE GIVING SUPPORT TO MOBUTU 
AS THE INVASION IS CLEARLY THE WORK OP THE SOVIETS. 

8. OTHER ITEMS DISCUSSED WILL BE COVERED BY AIRGRAM. 

IT WAS A VERY FRIENDLY LAST CONVERSATION. I DO NOT 

THINK BANDA WILL LET HIS EVIDENT FEELING OP DISSAPOINTMENT 
AT NOT MEETING THE PRESIDENT GO BEYOND THAT. 

SHEINBAUM 
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